[Leishmaniasis and rheumatoid nodulosis in a patient with HIV infection].
We describe the case of a 44-year-old homosexual man diagnosed with HIV infection and visceral leishmaniasis. He presented nodules on the dorsum of the hands. Histological study of one of the nodules revealed necrobiotic palisading granulomas with abundant Leishmania amastigotes within the histiocytes and in the adjacent extracellular space. Tissue and peripheral blood cultures were positive for Leishmania infantum, zymodeme MON-24. A biopsy of healthy skin did not reveal the presence of Leishmania. A diagnosis of rheumatoid nodulosis with Leishmania was made and treatment was started with intravenous liposomal amphotericin, leading to slight improvement. We believe that the presence of the parasite within the nodules was the result of its dissemination during visceral leishmaniasis in an immunocompromised patient with HIV infection, and that the Leishmania did not have an etiological role in the appearance of the nodules. We present the first case of the association between Leishmania and rheumatoid nodulosis.